
Rocester Parish Council 
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 12hJanuary 2025
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council 
Council Meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Councillors in attendance: Cllr G Mellor (Chair), Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr P Atkins
Public Participation - 1 member of the community attended.
245. 	Apologies for Absence- Apologies received by Cllr G Aris and Cllr A Fowell
246. Minutes of Previous Meeting and Arising Matters – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 1st December 2025 as an accurate record of decisions made. Proposed by Cllr N Pierzchalla seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla. Agreed by Council.
247. Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the agenda and consider - None
248. Clerks Report – 
A) Register of Interest Forms to be received by all Councillors – Clerk to send form to Cllr G Mellor
B) Football funding – Clerk to attend meeting on 22nd January 2026
C) Domain and Website Progress report- Council happy with quote from Zelphi IT Soultions - £240 per year for .gov website and emails for 8 Councillors plus Clerk.  Proposed by Cllr G Mellor Seconded by Cllr P Atkins
249.  To approve expenditure (Refer to Appendix A) Proposed Cllr P Atkins Seconded by Cllr N Pierzchalla Approved by Council. 
250. To consider financial reports (to be circulated prior to the meeting) The Clerk sent expenditure spreadsheets and bank reconciliations prior to the meeting. Reports were accepted
251.  VAT Returns : The Clerk reported that all VAT Return submissions have been made for 2023/24 and 2024/25 
252. F+GWG Report – The Group reported its activities and made the following recommendations that were agreed by the Council.
a. That the remaining S106/CIL moneys for adult fitness equipment be used for the maintenance and safety inspections of the fitness and other external playing field equipment.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk220590412]That, for its 2026-27 Budget, the Council adopts the Cost Centres recommended by the F+GWG and shown in Appendix 1 to its report to this meeting.
c. [bookmark: _Hlk220591048]That, as part of the Clerk/RFO’s contract conditions, the Council offers its her pro-rata annual leave and a Working from Home allowance as part of her contract conditions.
Report was accepted.
253.   Projected budget outturn for 2025/26  - Discussed and agreed
254.    Precept 2026/2027. a sum of £28972 (the previous year’s Precept plus 5%) was proposed by Cllr P Atkins and seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla : Approved by Council
255.    AGAR 2024/2025 Report – This is to be appraised by the F+GWG at its 26 January 2026 meeting which will then report back to Council. All councillors have received the AGAR 24/25 report. 
256.   Local Government Reorganisation- Deferred to the next Council meeting
257. Defibrillator Updates – All defibrillators are online.
258.  Parking – Deferred to next meeting. 
259. Planning Applications
[bookmark: _Hlk220591594]New ESBC Planning Explorer system
a) Applications – No new notifications
b) Decisions – None received
c) Other Planning matters 
i. ESBC Planning Explorer ; Whilst a new system has been introduced, the Weekly List still remain and show the following as Live Applications.
ii. P/2017/00668 Churnet Farm development : Notification had been received of the imminent demolition of the existing barns. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to send a suitable response to ESBC expressing its concerns before the Christmas/ New Year holiday period and put a copy on the Parish Council’s notice board.  
iii. P/2025/00672  Rivendale : continued use of agricultural land as garden – A response had previously been drafted so Clerk to resend the original response
iv. P/2025/00935  Dove Flatts Farm : prior consultation for a proposed agricultural building – it was agreed that the matter be delegated to the Chair and that the Clerk would send a response to ESBC Planning. 
                            
260.  Reports from District Councillors – None received; none present
261. To receive reports from District Councillors – None Received
262.  To receive reports from County Councillors - Cllr P Atkins presented input and outturn budgets and will be doing a return to the Charity Commissioners. Concerning the CCTV security system, it was also reported that a camera needed fixing on the end of the l Centre and that the date/time recorder needed resetting. Clerk to arrange
263. [bookmark: _Hlk220585739]Report of the Playing Field Management Committee – Mower needs to be repaired and the rubber around the play area equipment needs to be resurfaced before the next play equipment service. 
264. Contract for the Council’s Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer – Following the recommendations of the F+GWG, Council approved that the finalising and signing of the contract be delegated to the Council’s Chair and Vice Chair. 
265.  Landlord and Tenant Responsibilities – a model responsibility matrix had been prepared for the Village Hall, Children’s Centre and perhaps the Playing Fields. It was agreed that, prior to adoption, it be sent to all Councillors and the F+GWG for further consideration. 

                                                                    Next meeting 
                                             2nd February 2026 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council 
Agenda items by 26th January 2026 and formal apologies to the Clerk no later than 30th January 2026 please. 
Appendix A

	Date
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	Cheque No

	12/01/26
	Clerk wages December Hours
	£611.71
	0
	£611.71
	   Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Clerk wages and 8 Hours for VH December Hours
	£126.56
	0
	£126.56
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Clerk Expenses, Printing, travel
	£50.08
	0
	£50.08
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£390.72
	0
	£390.72
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	25/26 Annual Subscription – SPCA inv  SI-1723
	£287.00
	0
	£287.00
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	25/26 Annual Subscription - NALC inv  SI-1723
	£111.51
	                    0
	£111.51
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Ford Manwaring Cedar Tree Boiler works
	£606.75
	£151.68
	£758.43
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Broxap Inv  0000340147  Gym equipment installation fee
	£5348.00
	£1069.60
	£6417.60
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	DYNO ROD clean blocked drains
	180.00
	£36
	£216.00
	Bank Transfer

	12/01/26
	Chairs Expenses
	£21.00
	
	£21.00
	    Bank Transfer

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Total Payments 
	£7733.33
	£1257.28
	£8990.61
	 



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	£3.50
	
	£3.50

	Mileage  ,  
1st December 2025 
19th  December  2025
17miles x2 0.46x34

	£31.28
	
	£31.28

	Postage
	
	
	£15.30

	Total
	
	
	               £50.08







Appendix 1
	[bookmark: _Hlk219266807]REF
	COST CENTRE
	£
	% Budget
	COMMENTS

	1.0
	STAFF COSTS 
	11532
	25.81
	

	2.0
	GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
	7320
	16.38
	Controlled by the Council’s Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer with the following exception.

	2.6.6
	GENERAL CONTINGENCIES 
	2800
	  6.26
	To be drawn down as required and vired to the appropriate cost centre(s) in accordance with Financial Regulations and under any delegated powers.

	
	
	
	22.64
	All 2.0 General Administration

	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk219265766]3.0
	GRANTS 
	
	
	Each Grantee should be given details of how its grant was determined and so be aware of the Council’s expectations. 

	
	
	
	
	The Council might delegate financial control of the grants to its Grantees. 

	
	
	
	
	The General Contingencies are strictly for RPC’s own purposes and unlikely to be available for meeting any Grantee’s shortfall during the financial year.     

	3.1
	ROCESTER COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (RCCMC)
	4300
	9.62
	

	3.2
	ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH 
	600
	1.34
	For grass cutting

	3.3
	ROCESTER PLAYING FIELDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (RPFMC)
	2500
	5.59
	

	
	
	
	16.55
	All 3.0 Grants

	 

	SUBTOTAL
	29052
	
	

	REF
	COST CENTRE
	£
	% Budget
	COMMENTS

	4.0
	COMMUNITY ASSETS 
	
	
	To be allocated as shown below, each now being a distinct cost centre for which the Council has Landlord and other general responsibilities.

	4.1
	ROCESTER VILLAGE HALL 
	5840
	13.07
	

	4.2
	ROCESTER CHILDREN'S CENTRE 
	2140
	4.79
	

	4.3
	ROCESTER VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK, MEMORIAL GARDEN + PART OF PLAYING FIELD 
	5000
	11.19
	

	4.4
	ROCESTER PLAYING FIELDS + PLAYGROUND
	1250
	2.80
	

	4.5
	ROCESTER ALLOTMENTS 
	0
	0
	NEW PROVISION : Q. To be funded from General Contingencies if / as required?

	4.6
	BUTTER CROSS
	150
	0.34
	Q. Consider to be part of a single Cost Centre grouping?

	4.7
	ISLAND GARDEN, MILL STREET
	150
	0.34
	Q. Consider to be part of a single Cost Centre grouping?

	4.8
	ROGER AUSTIN GARDEN, DOVEFIELDS 
	150
	0.34
	Q. Consider to be part of a single Cost Centre grouping?

	4.9
	DEFIBRILLATORS, 4NO. SITES
	600
	1.34
	

	4.10.
	STREET LIGHTING : WEST VIEW
	0
	0
	Q. Consider to be part of a single Cost Centre grouping?

	
	
	
	34.21
	All 4.0 Community Assets

	
	
	
	
	

	5.0
	PARISH COUNCIL EVENTS + PROJECTS    
	350
	0.78
	


	
	SUBTOTAL
	15630
	
	

	
	BUDGET AGREED ON 12 JAN 2026
	44682
	
	




