
Rocester Parish Council

Rocester Parish Council 
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 13th April 2026
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council 
Council Meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Councillors in attendance: Cllr G Mellor (Chair), Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr P Atkins ,
Cllr G Aris, Cllr S Sankey
Public Participation – two members of the public

309. 	Apologies for Absence – Apologies from Cllr A Fowell were noted.
310.  Minutes of Previous Meeting and Matters Arising – Approval of minutes of the meeting  held on Monday 2nd  March 2026 as an accurate record of decisions made. Proposed by Cllr P Atkins Seconded by Cllr G Mellor
311. Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the agenda -  None
312. Chair’s Report – 
Playground Area Damage - Need to place an additional order for wetpour surfacing and consult with the manufacturer regarding the edging specifications and required quantities. Photographs of the damage to be taken to assist the Clerk with processing the order.
A contribution of £6,000 has been received from the Men’s Shed towards the RPC solar panel project, allocated to enhance site security. This support has been formally acknowledged and greatly appreciated.
The £20,000 funding bid for the toilet refurbishment project has been submitted, with the outcome expected to be announced by 27 July.
313. Clerks Report – 
a) New email accounts (gov.uk) details provided to all Councillors.  
Action:	All Councillors to aim to setup before next meeting Clerk to arrange this with all Councillors.
b)  BT Payphone to be removed – Notice has gone on the phonebox. 
c)  Email regarding help with play area.  Action: Clerk to contact JCB to discuss further.

314.  Approval of Expenditure (Refer to Appendix A) 	
Proposed by Cllr P Atkins, Seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla

315.  Approval of financial reports (circulated prior to the meeting)
316   Report of the Financial + Governance Working Group (FGWG) 
	Acceptance of report proposed by Cllr N Pierzchalla, Seconded by Cllr G Aris
317. Defibrators. –Three of the four defibrillators in the village may need new batteries within the next 12 months. The defibrillator at the Community Centre / Village Hall will be out of warranty this year and therefore may need replacing. A new defibrillator is estimated to cost approximately £1,000. This matter was proposed by Cllr P. Atkins for further discussion.
[bookmark: _Hlk222904727]318. National/Local emergency meetings – Cllr G Aris explained to council the detail behind this meeting and where the meeting maybe held.  Further detail to follow when available.
319. Parking Eye  - ongoing
320.  Village Hall Car Park  - ongoing and refer to item 319.
321  Local Government Reorganisation  Although no official confirmation has been issued, it is anticipated that Staffordshire may be divided into three areas
.Lichfield, East staffs and Tamworth
Moorlands, Stoke and Newcastle
Stafford, South staffs, Cannock
This will be announced in summer.
322.  Planning Applications 
a) Applications -  
· P/2017/00667- new information submitted by the Applicant 
· P/2017/00668 - new information submitted by the Applicant

Cllr S.Sankey advised that the next meeting will take place on 26 May, although it is not yet confirmed whether this application will be considered at that meeting. Cllr P. Atkins proposed and Cllr G. Mellor seconded that the newly received information has been reviewed alongside previous responses and that the Parish Council’s position remains unchanged.

b) [bookmark: _Hlk222896722]Decisions Received – 
·  P/2026/00168 - Crown reduction of one Yew tree by up to 4 metres – 5 Holly Tree Court, Riversdale Drive.
· P/2026/00206 Felling of one Maple tree and one Silver Birch tree – Rocester Community Centre 
c) Other Planning Matters – Churnet Farm 
[bookmark: _Hlk222897039]323. 	Report(s) from District Councillors – None received
324. 	Report(s) from County Councillors  - With respect to email received regarding Parking Review the Clerk to request a detailed breakdown of costs and advise Cllr G Hales that budgets have already been made so no money in this financial year and to highlight that there is an ongoing planning application for the site opposite,

 
325.   Report of the Village Hall Management Committee - The electricity bill has increased significantly, largely due to regular hirers leaving the heating on after vacating the premises. 
Action: Clerk to send formal letter to all hirers advising them of this issue. They will be informed that if this continues, we will have no option but to apply additional charges to cover the resulting costs.  
[bookmark: _Hlk222897486]326    Report of the Playing Field Management Committee 
Thanks go to the person who has been cutting the grass on the playing fields; however, the mowing equipment requires regular cleaning to ensure it remains in good working condition.                                                                                                                                        JCB has observed the playing field refurbishment project and has kindly offered to contribute towards improvements to the play equipment.


Next meeting – 
11th May 2026 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council
Agenda items by 3rd May 2026 and formal apologies to the clerk no later than 10th May please. 


Appendix A   
	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	13/04/26
	Clerk wages March Hours
	£822.64
	0
	£822.64
	        Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Clerk wages and 8 Hours for VH Mar Hours
	£126.56
	0
	£126.56
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Clerk Expenses, Printing, travel, AVG Security
	£106.79
	0
	£106.79
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£406.40
	0
	£406.40
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Chair Expenses (Easter Eggs for Bingo)
	£23
	
	£23
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Ford Manwiring (Cedar Tree works on Boiler)
	758.43
	151.69
	910.12
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Eon Street Lighting Maintenance
	258.82
	51.76
	310.58
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	R.P George Man hole cover Invoice  230844
	16.95
	8.19
	25.14
	Bank Transfer

	13/04/26
	Mazars Foris Mar2025 Audit fees
	210
	42
	252
	

	 
	Total Payments 
	£2713.91
	£253.64
	£2967.55
	 






	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	
	
	AGAR Printing £11.40 +Monthy printing £3.50

	Mileage  ,  


17miles x2 0.46x34

	
	
	

	Postage
	
	
	6.90

	AVG Security for Laptop
	
	
	         84.99    

	Total
	
	
	         £106.79     

	
	
	
	




