
Rocester Parish Council
Meeting of Rocester Parish Council held on Monday 3rd November 2025
Minutes issued by Ms Nisa Khan, Clerk to the Council
Councillors in attendance :  Cllr P Atkins : Cllr N Pierzchalla : Cllr G Aris :  
[bookmark: _Hlk215142254]Cllr M. Pierzchalla (Vice-Chair) then became Chair for the meeting 
Public Participation : 	6 members of the Community attended.
[bookmark: _Hlk214724688][bookmark: _Hlk214725715]209. 	Apologies for Absence : Cllrs G Mellor (Chair) + A Fowell. 
[bookmark: _Hlk215142481]210. 	Minutes of Previous Meeting and Arising Matters – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th October 2025 as an accurate record of decisions made. Approved Cllr N. Pierzchalla :  Seconded Cllr M. Pierzchalla
211. Declarations of Interest from members regarding items on the Agenda 
Cllr M. Pierzchalla + Cllr P. Atkins for their personal interest for the Community Centre and the Playing Fields Management Committees.
212. Clerks Report – 
A) CCTV installation – Clerk to book in the additional works. 
B) [bookmark: _Hlk214726351]WIFI Guest Password Update – ongoing.
C) Domain and Website Progress report – ongoing.
D) Sunshine Adult Gym Equipment – S106/CIL moneys need to be vired formally between the accounts held by the Council.
E) Festive Illuminations – the Council will be receiving the electric bill. The Clerk is to check the previous years’ costings and report back to Council.

F) Cyclists racing through the tunnel under the B5030 are so compromising pedestrian safety.
213. Approval of Council expenditure (Refer to Appendix A)
[bookmark: _Hlk213274339][bookmark: _Hlk213254066][bookmark: _Hlk213253470]Proposed by Cllr P. Atkins :  Seconded by Cllr N Pierzchalla : Approved.     
214. Financial reports 
[bookmark: _Hlk215142912]Since the reports comprised spreadsheets that had been emailed to Councillors just before the meeting, papers were tabled that showed the main features where the specific budget provisions were likely to be exceeded.
215. Budget aims, budget headings and strategy for the next financial year 2026/27
It was agreed unanimously that preliminary preparations should be carried out by the F+GWG that would be meeting on 7 November. 
216. Projected budget outturn for 2025/26
It was agreed that the projected 2025/26 outturn was to be referred to the same F+GWG meeting for further consideration and subsequent reporting back to Council. Proposed Cllr P Atkins : Seconded Cllr M Pierzchalla 

  
217. Parking – Rocester Community Centre, Churnet Row and High Street. 
A background paper ‘Car Parking issues in Rocester’ had been sent privately to SCC Cllr Gary Hales before the meeting. With Cllr Hales and Patrick Allen (SCC Cabinet Highways Support Member) being present at the meeting, the following developments and possible solutions were discussed.
Generally
· The existing yellow no-parking double lines in Churnet Row / High Street are to be refreshed.
· Cllr Hayes is going to speak with Lord Bamford to see if funding could be made to find a  solution for the parking in the village.
Rocester Community Centre car park
· This is a private facility owned by Rocester Parish Council for  Bam Centre, Children’s Centre and Methodist Chapel purposes. 

· Sadly, other village residents and JCB workers have also been using the car park which has led to its intended uses of the Community and Children’s Centres being compromised. 
· To control and deter such ‘unauthorised’ use, signs have recently been erected and a chain is now being used to shut off the tarmac-surfaced area of the car park as required. Whilst the possibility of this being replaced by a barrier and fobs was discussed, it would prevent occasional use by shoppers and visitors to the village. 
· Concerning long-stay parking by JCB workers, Cllr Hales had spoken to John Cavanagh who said that JCB security personnel had monitored the situation and met abuse on occasion. 
· The Parking Eye service should be investigated further since it should be at no-cost to the Parish Council.
Churnet Row 
· Where there is no possibility of arranging on-plot parking, the preferred solution is to restrict on-street parking to the residents Via Permits.
· Cllr Hales said that the residents might consider petitioning the highway authority in the matter.  
[bookmark: _Hlk213257242]High Street 
· Cllr Hayes had spoken to the owner of the Spar shop who had major issues with deliveries so he is trying to arrange a loading bay outside the store. Time-limited shopper parking might also be introduced. Councillors asked that parking for residents also to be considered within these discussions.
218.  	Planning Applications 
· Applications made - none received
· Decisions Received – none received
219. 	Finance and Governance Working Group (F+GWG) Reports
The Group’s major priorities are as follows.
Clerks’ contract
· This should be completed as soon as possible. 
· With the proposed contract being based on the NALC model, its terms refer to certain policies that the Parish Council does not yet have so its model policies have also been used. 
The following policies were adopted by the Council, being  
· Sickness Absence Policy 
· Grievance Procedure 
· Disciplinary Procedure 
· Whistle-blowing Policy 
· 
2026-27 Budget
· The proposed format and build-up will be as that used for the previous year’s budget. 
· Additional items for Council’s later consideration might include;
· Improved budgeting, accounting and VAT recovery systems; and
· Insurance cover for those who volunteer their services to the Council
Asset Register
· Review and updating required at the next meeting. 
220. Reports from District Councillors – Cllr S Sankey attended so joined in the discussion on LGR. 
221. Reports from County Councillors - Cllr Gary Hales attended the meeting and gave updates on the following. 
a) Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) - Eight options will go to the HM Government by the deadline of 28 November and decisions will be announced in May 2026.  The present ‘doughnut’ option will not be permitted. With the cost nationally being some £9.5billion, whether LGR goes ahead remains to be seen.  
b) Council Tax – a 5% uplift might be expected.  

c) Council savings – an efficiency drive is under way to reduce the headcount by 5%

d) Future reporting to parish councils – information is now being sent to the RPC’s Clerk. 

e) Funding for parish councils – SCC no longer has funds available for community projects during 2025-26 but £300 had gone to the Men’s Shed project. New and appropriate bid should be submitted for funding which will be available from May to November 2026. 
222. Report from the Rocester Community Centre Management Committee – Received verbally.
223. Report of the Playing Field Management Committee - The Rocester Playing Fields Management Committee has suggested new goal posts for the playing field, for which the Clerk is to obtain quotations for budgeting and consideration.

Next meeting of Rocester Parish Council  : 1st December 2025
Agenda items by 24th November 2025
Formal apologies to the Clerk by no later than 30th November 2025.
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Appendix A
	Date
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Gross
	How paid

	03/11/25
	Clerk overtime Hours for September 12HRS RPC 8HRS VH total 20 HRS
	£316.40
	
	£316.40
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Clerk Oct wages and 8 HRS VH 
	£674.99
	
	£674.99
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Clerk Expenses, Printing 
	£34.78
	
	£34.78
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Handy Man 32 hours per month
	£390.72
	
	£390.72
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Chair Expenses – Mower Tyre repair
	£13.63
	
	£13.63
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Oheap fire and Alarm - fire alarm service
	£176.00
	£35.20
	£211.20
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Reliable Security additional works 
	£110.00
	£22.00
	£132.00
	Bank Transfer

	03/11/25
	Flattops – Roof tile repair works
	£95.00
	£19.00
	£114.00
	Bank Transfer

	 
	Total Payments 
	£1811.52
	£76.20
	£1887.72
	 



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Printing
	£3.50
	
	£3.50

	Mileage  ,  
3rd October 2025 
16th October 2025
17miles x2 0.46x34

	£31.28
	
	£31.28

	Totals
	£34.78
	
	               £34.78








