

Rocester Parish Council
2nd October 2023
Present :	Cllr Mellor, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Gregory, Cllr M Pierzchalla, 
Cllr N Pierzchalla
Borough Councillor Sankey
RPC Clerk:	Nisa Khan

1. Apologies for Absence – County Cllr Atkins is absent, apologies accepted by all councillors.  

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 4th September 2023. Proposed by Cllr M Pierzchalla, seconded by Cllr N Pierzchalla

3. Actions From Last Meeting –
 a. Cllr Atkins to complete an enquiry form for the Rocester War Memorial Playing Field this has been carried over to next month.

4. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – none.

5. Public Participation –

Environmental Issues

3 trees have been cut down in Church Lane and the question was raised about who authorised this and how (or if) they will be replaced.
The field area needs tidying up by the Highways department but little progress has so far been made. Cllr Gregory will be following this up.

Rocester Camera Club
· All drawers in the meeting room in the village hall have now been securely fixed.
· Next job will be to replace the lights in the meeting room.
· Thanks given to Mr Yorke and associates for all of his hard work.

6. New clerk recruitment 
Nisa Khan attended the meeting and was welcomed by all.

7. Spending for next year 
Issue with releasing a payment through Unity Bank reported by Cllr M Pierzchalla.

8. Village Hall Account 
· Despite strenuous efforts by Cllr Atkins there is still no access to the village hall NatWest account.
· All documentation has been submitted to NatWest and RPC awaits their decision on opening access to the account.
· Utility bills (electricity and water) are being paid directly from the account but no access means there is no opportunity for these to be scrutinised appropriately by Village Hall Trustees.
· It was made clear to RPC that the Village Hall remains a separate charity (Charity No. 701618) and that any administration concerning the village hall carried out by the RPC Clerk would be paid in accordance with Village Hall Trustees protocols.
· Cllr Gregory provided hand written accounts for the previous year which Cllr M. Pierzchalla will scrutinise as appropriate.

9. King George V
Cllr Atkins continuing to investigate this.  

10. AGAR
· RPC Assets - these include the Children’s Centre (£250,000) / printers / computer / mobile ‘phone / sit on mower / playing fields. These are insured by Zurich but the clerk is to request information regarding what exactly is presently insured.
· RPC formally thanked Julie (Denstone Parish Clerk) for her help in supporting the new RPC clerk with the AGAR process.
· Before AGAR documentation is forwarded to ESBC an internal audit is required.
· Cllr Mellor will check how much is in the NatWest account.

11. Community Speed Watch 
Residents from Ashbourne Road are complaining of speeding vehicles and are asking the Parish Council to support a Community Speed Watch by covering the cost.
It was noted that County has to do a traffic survey first. RPC can request that a speed assessment be done in the area which would come out of the County Council budget. After the survey has taken place, we can consider how best to move forward.

12. Trustees of Rocester Charities
Email received from Rev Liz Jones regarding Trustees of the Widows Fund. 
As not all councillors were present at this meeting, and it is an important decision to make, it was decided that Cllr M Pierzchalla would contact the Rev Liz Jones regarding additional information to allow the councillors to make an informed decision. This would include minutes from the last meeting of the Trustees and previous accounts.
13. Planning
· Planning Applications Received – P/2023/00905 – Proposed Extension to provide a Summerhouse 2 Wentworth Place, Rocester – draft response to be forwarded to ESBC regarding; importance that pitches of roof is the same as the building, the need for slates to match the existing roof. Also concerns to be raised about rain water and that the area marked is incorrect. Notes provide by Mr Yorke.
· Pavement Licences - This is not relevant to Rocester Parish Council.
· Planning Decisions Received – none received.
We received a question from Gary Shilton about the car park at the village hall.  The status of the car park (originally intended for the sole use of the Children’s Centre and Village Hall) remains ambiguous.  Further clarification is required.
14. County Councillor Report  – None

15. Borough Councillor Report – 
Agreed to go forward with the Burton town council improvements.
Uttoxeter improvements at Maltings going forward but slower with  6-month delay.
Parking review taking place which may affect Uttoxeter.
Travellers have purchased some land near Stramshall. There is a review regarding Travellers sites.

16. Chair’s Report
Toilets are completed, and photographs were shared at the meeting.

17. Councillor Reports 
· Cllr M. Pierzchalla provided the Men’s Shed quotes for planters @ £40 per unit. It was agreed that 6 units would be purchased for the Buttercross area.
· Cllr N. Pierzchalla reported on progress re: recent flooding issues. The Burton MP’s response is displayed in the RPC Noticeboard.
· Cllr N. Pierzchalla has obtained a functional password for access to the Staffordshire Parish Council Association website which she shared with the meeting.
· Cllr Gregory reported on the forthcoming Fireworks Night. There will be a raffle on the night and the disco is planned to finish by 12.00 midnight.


18. Clerk’s Report 
Children’s Centre Rent - this needs to be collected for September and October 2023.

Clerk’s Mobile contract - this has been negotiated at £12 per month and agreed by all councillors.


c. Finance and Administration 
a. To agree on payments to be made as listed in appendix A

Also noted that the Church has put a request in for £600 but no invoice. Noted that we cannot pay without an invoice as this links in with the AGAR. 

Items for the next agenda

Rocester War Memorial Playing Field
Leek United Long Term Bond


Next Meeting – Monday 6th November 2023








Appendix A

	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	
	Clerk Wages + expenses
	361.99
	-
	361.99
	Bank Transfer

	
	Village Hall Caretaker wages
	450.48
	-
	450.48
	Bank Transfer

	
	HMRC
	97.80
	-
	97.80
	Bank Transfer

	
	Rushton Hickman invoice for lease
	985
	197
	1182
	Bank Transfer
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	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Postage of lease documents
	2.25
	
	2.25

	
	
	
	



