Rocester Parish Council
3rd July 2023
Present – Cllr Mellor, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Gregory, Cllr Twigge
Clerk – Victoria Whittington-Parry
1 Members of the public. 

1. Apologies for Absence – Cllr S Sankey, Cllr Beech, Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla,

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th June 2023 Proposed by Cllr Gregory, seconded by Cllr Atkins.

3. Actions From Last Meeting –

a. The Rocester Men’s Shed have requested that a lockable cover be installed on the outside water tap – lockable tap has arrived and will be fitted in next 2 weeks. 
b. VWP to contact JCB Academy to inform them of resident’s concerns about speed of buses going past the Dove First school and to ask about a contribution to appropriate warning signage (caution speed, warning buses)– message sent they are forwarding to Director
c. Tree roots at side of village hall  - needs to go through planning will do when we do the Chapel ones. 
d. Heating of village hall – needs assessing. Cllr Mellor to speak to local electrician for advice once we have access to the village hall bank account. 
e. VWP to email the dog warden as we need more signs for playing field – Council have added a job for the officers to review and consider where to put up the PSPO signs.
f. Cllr Mellor to investigate tree on Atkins Way & replacing hanging baskets with flags – Cllr N  Pierzchalla sent flag design & quote – will go ahead with cheapest quote

4. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – None

5. Public Participation – Camera Club- A plan for a row of cupboards for back wall in the Committee room at Village Hall. A quote has been provided by Ikea. £82 each per cupboard, £10 each per handle, a door locking system approx. £10 each. 4 adjustable feet per unit – £5 each, a plinth and kickboard £14. Total £345 inc VAT. Can provide the rest later. Cllr Mellor suggested getting the whole row now so they all match. D Yorke to provide full costings for row. Proposed by Cllr Atkins and Seconded Cllr Mellor that the Parish Council reimburse D Yorke for this. VAT invoice to be made out to Rocester Parish Council.

6. Update on Children’s Centre – Proposed by Atkins that we accept the lease. Seconded by Cllr Mellor. Rent payment date 1st of each month in 12 equal instalments. 
             Subject to the adoption of the procurement policy, we accept the quote for repairs to boiler.  
             Action: VWP to contact Ian Turner re. Gas 

7. Planning
a. Planning Applications Received – P/2023/00482 – JCB extension to existing factory – Lakeside Works – on the carpark to fit in with new regulation Climate Change Act and extend carpark. 
D Yorke presented sustainable development principles to Parish Council. Could create sewage issues for Rocester. Outside the settlement boundary for Rocester, but is an existing lawful business. New tree planting incorporated, including in the area lost to the new carpark - PC deem this essential. 33 Additional carparking spaces to be created. Nothing in report about what will happen to old paint shop – PC needs confirmation. If used for greater production, 33 additional spaces will not be enough. Unclear if footpath from Denstone to the schools is to be preserved. 
Current road system is barely keeping pace with the peak times of the day. D Yorke to email response. 

VWP to send comments to Denstone. Mark.parkinson@staffordshire.gov.uk
James.bailey@staffordshire.gov.uk & planning

b. Planning Decisions Received – P/2023/00117 – 1 Coronation Crescent – 2 storey extension – Approved
P/2023/00558 – Felling of mixed trees, Mill House, Mill Street – Approved
P/2023/00321 – Demolition of veranda to accommodate rear extension - approved
c. Planning Appeals - 

8. County Councillor Report – Cllr Atkins – Works to commence to Cat 3 potholes, particularly those to entrances to villages. Dovebridge being fixed, diversion in place. Railway bridge in Uttoxeter will be closed soon. Lots of road closures in area will cause issues for at least 3 months. 
Planning for 110 flats at Abbots Bromley. 
A) Banking: Leek United 15/06/23 – Cllr Atkins was the sole signatory. We now have Cllr Mellor & Pierzchalla on the account.
Easy Access Account £3286.89. King George V Jubilee Fund from 1998 for Children of the Village. No Instruction Holding Account Issue 2 – Landsale account – sale of the Dovefields land from 1987. 01/01/23 there was £15,630.07. There was a manual instruction into account in 2015, transferred from Parish Council savers account to Leek united for better interest rate. Proposed by Cllr Twigge that the money from No Instruction Holding account is put into a high interest savings account. Seconded by Cllr Gregory

B) Members of the Rocester War Memorial Playing Field Management Committee have all resigned some time ago. Cllr Gregory proposes the Parish Council become the trustees. Seconded by Cllr Mellor.

C) Village Hall – to get access to the Village Hall Accounts requires the Trustees authorisation, Cllr Atkins Is only person still a Trustee. Chair and Vice Chair to be added by online form.

D) A suggested Procurement policy been sent to councillors. Needs amending for Rocester Parish Council Paragraph 1.7 change to Staffordshire 4.4 & 6.3 change to Council. Add a proposed list of approved contractors.

Action: VWP to update Procurement Policy
E) Chairman reports – Cllr Mellor to have a meeting next week with Cllr S Sankey for S106 for money for playarea. There are no disabled friendly play equipment in any local villages. 

F) Councillor Reports – 30 wooden chairs were in storage cupboard. Donated as a random act of kindness. 

G)  Clerk Reports – Banking switch – need money to switched over to Unity. Cllr Atkins to move money over so switch can take place. Action: Cllr Atkins to move money from reserve account to current account so switch can take place.
a.Village hall insurance renewal with Allied Westminster – not needed as its now on Zurich policy. 
b. Village hall toilets repair approved – complete forms and send excess
c. Complaint from resident re. playground
d. Audit – Cllr Atkins proposed an Accountant can help as first year. Cllr Mellor Seconded. 

H) Finance and Administration 
a. To agree on payments to be made as listed in appendix A. Proposed by Cllr Gregory, Seconded by Cllr Twigge. 

Meeting closed at 21:30
Next Meeting – Monday 4th September 2023 @ 7:30pm


Appendix A


	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	
	Janet Gregory Salary
	£450.48
	-
	£450.48
	4193

	
	Clerk Salary
	£359.74
	-
	£359.74
	4194

	
	Andrew Hillman pay
	
	
	
	4209

	
	Clerk expenses:
	15.49
	-
	15.49
	4194

	
	HMRC
	£97.80
	-
	£97.80
	4212

	
	SLCC Membership
	£177
	-
	£177
	4208

	
	Insurance excess
	£250
	-
	£250
	4195

	
	B.W Belcher & Son LTD
	38
	7.60
	45.60
	4210

	
	ESBC
	112
	-
	112
	4211

	 
	Total Payments 
	
	
	
	 



	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Folder dividers
	11.39
	
	11.39

	Postage of cheques & VAT return
	4.10
	
	4.10



