
 
 

Rocester Parish Council 
6th March 2023 

Present – Cllr Mellor, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Pierzchalla, Cllr Twigge, Cllr Gregory 
Borough Councillor Sankey  
Clerk – Victoria Whittington-Parry 
1 Members of the public.  
 

1. Apologies for Absence - Cllr Exton, Cllr Fisher 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th February 
2023. – Proposer Cllr Pierzchalla, Seconder Cllr Twigge 
 

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – None 
 

4. Public Participation - None 
 

5. Councillors visit to First Steps & Future of the Children’s Centre – Cllr Pierzchalla met with a potential 
tenant for CC. Would need to register the building with Ofsted which would cause a delay. Could 
get fast tracked as already an Ofsted approved centre. Need to put a statement out to say we are 
waiting for inspection to be completed. Awaiting survey report which was completed on 02/03/23. 
Action: Cllr Pierzchalla to draft statement for website and Facebook.  
 

6. Larger litter bins – problems with litter in village and residents would like larger bins. JCB academy 
leave a lot of litter. There is a new bigger bin in JCB academy. Bins are emptied Mon/Weds/Fri  
 
Action: Cllr Mellor to send list of bins. VWP to email borough council to ask for more regular emptying  
 

7. Fire damaged houses on Abbey Road – Dove Academy's headteacher has asked if anyone can do 
anything to speed up repairs. One of the houses is owned by Sanctuary Midlands and the other one 
is private. It’s been 12 months since the houses were fire damaged and they are not screened off. 
Headteacher has said the children of the village are voicing anxiety about fire and homes. When 
fire alarms go off the children get panic stricken. 

Action: VWP to email the chief exec ESBC Andy O’Brien.  

 
8. Planning – None.  

 
9. Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Sankey – Budget went through for council tax. Money from 

government for £750k for the villages in East Staffs – Cllr Sankey has sent Chair the criteria to improve 
quality of the village. Could be used for a playground.  
 
Action: Councillor Sankey  to work with VP to create a proposal and to ask JCB to part fund.  
 

10. County Councillor Report – Cllr Atkins –Integrated care scheme with social services and NHS are 
starting to work together.  
Potholes are still ongoing.  
There is racing on Blithfield Reservoir. There is a section 59 so cars can be confiscated if caught 
racing.  
 

11. Chairman reports  
 

a. Memorial bench has been installed. Family are happy.  

 



b. Cornonation 2023 Event – Cllr Gregory and Cllr Mellor met fairground owner – bringing 
teacups, bouncy castle, got £100 from fashion show to pay for bouncy castle. Facepainting, 
ice cream van. Booked Sat May 6th – 11am-4pm. Line dancing. Andrew Peach disco.  
The Parish Council have a beacon. Not to be lit on the coronation, but to be lit in June. Bar 
booked for Coronation too. Need sacks for sack racing.  
 
Action: Cllr Mellor to get volunteers. VWP to sort professional cleaning for toilet before 
coronation  
 

 
c. King George V fund needs to be spent. Could be used to pay for cooker and boiler in 

childrens centre. Mugs/coins to be ordered.  
Action: VWP to look Into mugs/coins.  

 
12. Councillor Reports - none 

 
13. Clerk Reports - 

i. Banking – proposal to move to online banking with Unity Banking Trust. PC agreed. 
Action: VWP to apply for online account. 
 

14. Finance and Administration  
a. To agree on payments to be made as listed in appendix A 

 
 

15. To discuss items for the next agenda – 

Elections 

 

Closed at 20:32 

 
 

Appendix A 

Date  Payee  Net  VAT  Gross  Cheque No 

6/03/23 Salaries Total           £729.54                  0 £867.54 4151, 4152 

6/03/23 Website renewal - Wordpress 200 40 £240 4152 

6/03/23 HMRC £138 0 £138 4152 

6/03/23 Andrew Hillman  £410 0 £410 4153 

      

      

      

      

      

  Total Payments       


