
Rocester Parish Council
To Members of Council:
Cllr Atkins, Cllr Mellor, Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr Gregory, Cllr Twigge, Cllr N. Pierzchalla, Cllr Sankey
Dear Councillors NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of Rocester Parish Council will be held on Monday 5th February 2024 commencing at 7.30 pm in the committee room of Rocester Village Hall.  Members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purposes of transacting the following business.
Issued by - Ms Nisa Khan
Minutes Issued by - Ms Nisa Khan

Apologies for Absence – Apologies received by Cllr Atkins - Apologies accepted by Cllr M Pierzchalla, Cllr N Pierzchalla, Cllr Gregory, Cllr Twigge, Cllr Mellor and Cllr Sankey

2 Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 15th January 2024. Proposed by Cllr Gregory, Seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla

3  Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – none

     4.	Public Participation
· Festive Illuminations. – The Clerk (Nisa Khan) to contact Leanne at National Grid to advise of the hours lighting was used.
·  The Parish Councilors co-opted to join Sam Howell onto the Parish Council as a Councilor
· Staffordshire Fire Rescue Service Be Warm Be Safe Campaign – Cllr M Pierzchalla will Print this and put it on the noticeboard and the village hall.
· Union Flag in High Street, Rocester - Cllr M Pierzchalla and Cllr Mellor to rectify this Tuesday 6th January, Clerk (Nisa Khan) to reply to Mr. Simcox.

5 Finance and Administration 
All Payments agreed by Cllr Mellor Seconded by Cllr M Pierzchalla
Planning
Planning Applications Received - P/2022/00302 - Land adjacent to junction of High Street and Riversfield Drive – Application has been withdrawn.
17 Churnet Row, Rocester, Uttoxeter ST14 5JT – The owner of the property has requested EEhome to install south-facing roof space. -  This is conservation area
Planning Decisions Received – None Received


7 Borough Councilor Report – Cllr Sankey
· Agar/Sub Committee - 21/22 Agar has already been completed/Submitted  RPC has agreed that we will leave this one as submitted. The Subcommittee is working on the 22/23 Agar.
· Car parking charges increasing by 36 percent in Uttoxeter from 1st Apri 2024. Parking Machines are being reviewed to be online. The RPC disapproves of this and Cllr Mellor will be contacting Councilor Fletcher to express dissatisfaction with the proposal which will impact villages like Rocester who use their cars to get to Uttoxeter and Burton due to poor public transposition.

· We discussed the Village Hall and its relationship to the Parish Council. We have agreed the building is an asset to the Parish Council, but it is a charity, the Parish Council supports the charity by paying the running costs including caretaking costs.
· Playing fields are an asset of the RPC which is confirmed by the Leek bank account being in the Rocester Parish Council name.
· Village hall, carpark, associated outbuildings, toilets, and Memorial Gardens are all Assets to the RPC.
· Children's Centre building and play area are all Assets to the RPC.
· Butter Cross is an Asset to RPC.
·  Roger Austin Memorial Gardens – Cllr Mellor has agreed to put plants over the Spring.
· Railway Allotments Association is an asset to the RPC – they pay £12 a year to RPC.
· All councilors agreed on a set of budget lines for 22/23. This meeting has agreed on a subcommittee to work on the Agar. 
· Given the situation of the current AGAR RPC feels a financial Sub Committee should be made.
· The Clerk (Nisa Khan) to check that we have all the minutes from April 2022 to date.
· The next Subcommittee for Agar is on 19th February 2024 at 9.30 am.

8 County Councilor Report – Cllr Atkins 
· Discuss all current and closed Bank accounts.
· Precept – Figure agreed at - £22755.00.

9 Chairman reports -     Problem with Car parking on double yellow lines on station Road photographs taken by Cllr Mellor and Cllr Atkins which have been sent to clear streets.    

                                                                                                                         
Councillor Reports 
· RPC Website - Cllr Sankey to send contact details to the Clerk (Nisa Khan) of a website hosting company that would be cheaper than WordPress which is due for renewal in eight weeks. 
· RPC Charities –Cllr M Pierzchalla gave a brief explanation of the Rocester Charities no action is required at this stage.

Clerk Reports	-  
· Complaints Procedure for Rocester Parish Council – As part of new regime we will bring all our policies up to date making the Complaints procedure the first, next meeting we will bring a number of our policies to each meeting to review and make this a normal cycle.
· Website training and Subscription – Cllr Sankey to give contact details to the Clerk for the Web hosting Lady.

· Annette Ajaccts has increased charges for 2024 the cost has gone up to £16 per month which equals to £192 per year. All councilors have agreed to the cost and to continue the Payroll with Ajacct Ltd.
· There has been a pay rise in April 2023, The Current Clerk (Nisa Khan) and Previous Clerk (Victoria) are both due back pay from 1st April 2023 the current rate is SCP16 which would go to SCP17. All Councilors agreed to the backpay. 
· To contact Dog Warden East Staffordshire Council as we have reports dogs keep fouling in the playing fields, Cllr Mellor to report this to
· Eon outstanding Debt for 2023 for Unmetered Street Lighting, The Clerk (Nisa Khan) to ask Eon which Lights this is related to.
· There is a Leak on the village hall roof Cllr Mellor to call someone out to look at this.

           

Next meeting – 
4th March 2024 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council 
Agenda items and formal apologies to the clerk by 3rd March 2024, please.



	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	05/02/24
	Clerk Wages
	£449.54
	-
	£449.54
	        Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Clerk Expenses, Mileage, Photocopying, Phone bill
	      £45.90
	-
	£45.90
	Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Village Hall Caretaker wages
	£450.48
	-
	£450.48
	Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	HMRC
	£8.00
	-
	£8.00
	Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Handy 40 hours per month
	£457.60
	
	     £457.60
	Bank Transfer 

	05/02/24
	Handy – Hedge Trimming
	     £60.00
	
	£60.00
	Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Lawnmower Service 
	      £387.71
	
	      £387.71
	        Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Back-dated Clerk wages to Victoria from April 23 to September 23.
	       £409.76
	
	£409.76
	        Bank Transfer

	05/02/24
	Back-dated Clerk wages to Nisa Khan from September 23 to 31st Jan 24.
	£330.96
	
	£330.96
	        Bank Transfer

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	Total Payments 
	
	
	
	 


	Breakdown of Clerk Expenses
	Net
	VAT 
	Gross

	Photocopying
	3.50
	
	3.50

	Phone BIll
	9.60
	
	9.60

	Mileage 15th Jan, 2nd Feb, 5th Feb total – 17mile each way x2=34Miles total per trip x3 Round trips – 102 Miles x0.45p = £45.90
	45.90
	
	45.90

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	59.00


Appendix A

