

Rocester Parish Council
6th February 2023
Present – Cllr Mellor, Cllr Atkins, Cllr Pierzchalla, Cllr Exton, Cllr Fisher, Cllr Twigge, Cllr Gregory
Clerk – Victoria Whittington-Parry
Borough Councillor Sankey 
Kevin Flower – Board of Governors From Dove Academy
1 Members of the public. 

1. Apologies for Absence - None

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 5th December 2022. 
Proposed -  Cllr Fisher
Seconded - Cllr Exton

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations - None

4. Public Participation – None

5. Closure of First Steps & Dove Academy – notice put in for 31/03 for First Steps to close. Kevin Flower Chair of Board of Governers from Dove Academy attended meeting to express an interest in Dove Academy taking over the building to continue the pre-school provision for the area. Dove Academy is part of Staffordshire University Academies Trust who support this. The village is growing and there is no other pre-school facility in Rocester. If they leave Rocester for pre-school they will attend school outside of the area too. 
Currently no rent is received for building, and Parish Council wanted to take it out to tender so it’s viable for council. However, Council is in agreement that it is a good idea for Dove Academy to run the pre-school facility from its current location. Kevin Flower provided a list of building works that need completing before this can be done. There is a building survey going to be done so PC can plan a schedule of works. The PC to put out a positive statement that the PC is working with the school to explore options for the benefit of the village and that Dove Academy and PC are working together to continue the preschool provision. 
Dove Academy can staff from 1st April, but building may not be ready by 1st April. 
ACTION: VWP to chase up building survey, Kevin Flower and Dove Academy to liaise with Cllr Pierzchalla to have a further discussions. VWP has emailed First Steps to request access for the 
PC on Wednesday 8th Feb. 

6. Finance and Administration 
a. To agree on payments to be made as listed in appendix A

7. Planning
a. Planning Applications Received - None
b. Planning Decisions Received- Co-Op has gone through subject to a plan of how they will ensure how deliveries will take place – need to ask how deliveries will be managed, need to be kept informed of the double yellow lines opposite. Thanks to Mr York for helping to forumulate the PC response to this application. 
c.  P/2022/01414 felling of trees at Riversholme Hotel approved

8. Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Sankey – Borough didn’t get Levelling up Fund. They have got £750k for village work for the area – once they have criteria Cllr Sankey will report back to meeting on how to apply. Council Tax budget setting will take place 20th Feb – up 2.98% which is 7p per week for Band A. The Maltings is progressing with a compulsory purchase order. 

9. County Councillor Report – Cllr Atkins – Council tax is going up by 4.99%, majority for council care. Attended to A50/A500 meeting – still on agenda for improvements but is a 20 year long project. Roads are being gritted. Residents must keep reporting potholes. Chief Exec is standing down and recruitment process is underway. Boundary review is underway- decided that 62 councillors was still adequate despite population increase, but boundaries may change.  

10. i)Chairman reports – Pavings under Buttercross fixed as was an emergency.  
ii) Fashion show coming up in aid of Coronation 24th February. 
iii) Quote for Mens shed electrics has come through. From 1st March they will start using village hall electrics for mean time. GM will look into that as kitchen window doesn’t open so cant get cable through. 

11. Councillor Reports -None

12. Clerk Reports	-
i. Memorial Bench – VWP to get update. Documents returned and cheque paid – VWP to get update on if we have the licence now for bench. 
ii. Vandalism – Update of Insurance Claim – can’t progress due to confusion over who is claiming PC or Village Hall Charity – VWP to respond to the latest email 
iii. Coronation 2023– Events – to be discussed at next meeting. 
iv. Tree Works – Memorial Garden – VWP to find on Burton planning site

13. AOB i)May meeting will be on 15th
ii) Charity commission need PC to spend money in King George V fund
iii) Leek building society needs new signatories
iv) VWP to ask Clerk of Eccleshall about getting nomination forms for all the councillors.
Meeting closed at 20:40


Next meeting – 
6th March 2023 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council 
Agenda items to the clerk by 27th February 2023 please.

 
