
Rocester Parish Council
Minutes 
4th July 2022
Present - Cllr Atkins, Cllr Mellor, Cllr Pierzchalla, Cllr Fisher, Cllr Gregory, Cllr Exton, Cllr Twigge
Borough Cllr Sankey
Parish Clerk – Catherine Thompson 
4 members of the public 

1. Apologies for Absence – None Received 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting – Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th June  2022. 
Proposed – Cllr Pierzchalla
Seconded – Cllr Exton 

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations – Cllr Pierzchalla – Item 5a ii

4. Finance and Administration 
	Date 
	Payee 
	Net 
	VAT 
	Gross 
	Cheque No

	04-Jul
	Salaries Total 
	£1,471.22
	£0.00
	£1,471.22
	4082/4083/4084

	04-Jul
	Perennial Landscapes - June 
	£165.00
	£0.00
	£165.00
	4100

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Payments 
	£1,636.22
	£0.00
	£1,636.22
	 



Proposed  	Cllr Twigge
Seconded 	Cllr Fisher 

5. Planning
a. Planning Applications Received – 
i. P/2022/00701 Mill House Mill Street Rocester Staffordshire ST14 5JX – Felling of 1 Yew tree .
Rocester Parish Council objects to this application. Would prefer tree to be saved and damaged area removed rather than whole tree felled. 

ii. P/2022/00667 - Rivers Holme Hotel and Restaurant High Street Felling of 3 Yew trees & 4 Holly trees, crown lift to 3m of 2 Yew trees, removal of a stem leaning on the wall of 1 Beech tree and crown reduction in height to 1.5m of 1 Laurel hedge 
Rocester Parish Council objects to this application. Would remove a green space within the heart of the village. Roosting area for birds and bats, we would ask that a bat survey is undertaken before any permissions are granted. 
We understand that trees and hedges need to be maintained but this can be done without the removal of established trees and bushes. 

b. Planning Decisions Received – None Received 

6. Borough Councillor Report – Cllr Sankey 
· Energy rebate rollout is ongoing
· Levelling up funds – bids have been submitted 
· Masterplan is moving forward with more updates in the Autumn 

7. County Councillor Report – Cllr Atkins
· Ukrainian Situation is ongoing 
· Current cost of living crisis will impact county services. 

8. Chairman reports
Open Gardens - Cllr Mellor,  thanked the Open Garden committee for their generous donation. The event was well organised and showed the village at its best. 
Letter of thanks to be sent – Action Clerk 

Church Grant – Church wardens have approached Cllr Mellor directly for financial help towards churchyard upkeep. Cllr Mellor repeated that all applications for financial help need to be sent to the clerk for input onto monthly agenda. 

9. Councillor Reports
· Rats at Churnet Farm – Neighbouring residents have reported increased number of rats entering their gardens. Have asked council for support. 
Emails to landowner and ESBC Environmental Health to be sent – Action Clerk 
· MP contact details – request to share MP contact details to be placed on Parish Council Website – already available on Parish Council information page. 
· Planning Application – request to share planning applications on Parish Council Website – Already available on Parish Council site (Parish Council/Planning Applications)

10. Clerk Reports	-
i. Parking Complaints Residents – Church Lane – Unfortunately the Parish Council has no power to enforce parking restrictions. Residents need to report dangerous/anti-social parking to the police. 
Action Clerk – Contact PSCO and ask for support for residents. 
ii. Complaints from resident re Village Hall Bins – Bins have been fenced in and the area is very much improved. 
iii. Complaint from resident re siting of Village Hall Gates – Gates are now sited where they were initially placed. Council was looking into re-siting gates as per neighbour request but negotiations have failed. Parish Council understands the frustration of the residents but a mutual agreement must be reached. 
iv. Refurbishment plan for Village Hall – Ongoing 
v. Memorial Bench – Parish Council have asked Land Charges department to raise the cheque. Ongoing 
vi. Handy Man’s Club – The Parish Council are very keen to support this club. Discussion took place as to whether one of the Parish Council containers would be suitable for the group to use. Action Cllr Mellor. 
vii. Potholes within the village – Clerk has requested a site visit for Mill Street with County Council Highways 
viii. Christmas – To add to September Agenda
ix. Grass Cutting and verges – Church Lane verges keep being forgotten – Clerk to report – Action Clerk 
x. Clerk Holiday – Clerk away from 30th July to 20th August 

Next meeting – 
5th September 2022 – Full meeting of Rocester Parish Council 

